Program of Study: Early Childhood Care and Education
This Program of Study may serve as a graduation guide for the next four plus years, along with other career planning and educational materials. Courses
listed in this model may include recommended coursework and should be individualized to students’ educational and career goals. Each graduation plan
needs to meet minimum high school graduation requirements. Dual Enrollment courses can be high school academic and/or career technical education

courses.
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NOTE: Students have many options to ENTER and EXIT from their academic studies into the workforce. When a student graduates from high school, they are eligible to choose one of many
ENTRANCE POINT options: 1. Enroll in either a 2- or 4-year post-secondary program; 2. Enroll in an apprenticeship program or the military; or 3. Enter the workforce using technical skills learned
in high school. When a student finishes a 2- or 4-year degree program, they may choose to EXIT and 1. Enroll in an apprenticeship program or the military; 2. Enroll in a professional university
degree program; or 3. Enter the workforce using technical skills learned.

Early Childhood Education Career Pathway Completers - Industry Credentialing for High School Students
Upon completion of sequenced courses in the Early Childhood and Care Education Career Pathway, students are eligible to complete the Industry-Recognized student credential for fulfillment of
the End of Pathway Assessment. Secondary students completing the Early Childhood and Care Education pathway will be able to sit for the National Industry Credentialed assessment offered on-

line from NOCTI. Once mastery is reached, students will receive recognition for completion and use this credential in conjunction with their job or continuing training.

* Application required for this course.
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Sample High Demand Careers in Georgia

Occupation Specialties Level of Education Needed Georgia Average Salary Annual Average Openings 2014-2024 Employment Outlook
Preschool Teachers Associate’s Degree $30,466 574 In Demand, High Skill
Teacher Assistants Diploma, some postsecondary $20,786 1,350 In Demand

Childcare Workers High School Diploma $20,179 4,387 In Demand

GDOL Labor Market Explorer

Go to GAfutures at www.gafutures.org for more information about your education and career planning, including valuable financial
information (grants and scholarships including HOPE Program, grants and loans, FAFSA, and CSS forms).
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Postsecondary Transition
Students who will continue their education in a Program of Study at one of the University System of Georgia institutions should
prepare to take the ACT or SAT for admissions. Tests for admissions may vary from institution to institution. Contact the
selected institution for specific testing information. Additional admissions information can be found at Staying On
Course.(https://www.usg.edu/assets/student_affairs/documents/Staying_on_Course.pdf)

Students who will continue their education in a Program of Study at one of the Technical College System of Georgia

institutions should prepare to complete a placement exam.

Students who will continue their education and training in the US Military should take the ASVAB assessment.

Students should utilize electronic college and career databases to select the most appropriate postsecondary opportunities to
match their selected career field, including registered apprenticeships.

Georgia's dual-credit programs have been combined into one program entitied Dual Enrollment, in which high school students
may earn their high school course credits while taking college courses.

Related Pathway Occupations

Other Related Occupations

Education Administrators
Preschool & Childcare Center
Instructional Coordinators
Childcare Workers
Pre-School Teachers
Teacher Assistants

School Counselors
Librarians

School Psychologists
Instructors, all subject areas

ONET Online

Early Childhood Care and Education
Pathway Description

Preschool, kindergarten and elementary school teachers play a vital
role in the development of children. They introduce children to math,
language, science and social studies. They use games, music,
artwork, films, books, computers and other tools to teach basic skills.
Teachers design classroom presentations to meet students’ needs
and abilities. They also work with students individually. They are
responsible for planning, evaluating and assigning lesson plans;
preparing, administering, grading tests and maintaining discipline.

Most early childhood education teachers work a 10-month school
year with a 2-month vacation during the summer. Many teachers
work more than 40 hours a week. Teachers often work with students
from varied ethnic, racial and religious backgrounds. With growing
minority populations in most parts of the U.S., teachers must work
effectively with a diverse student population.

All 50 states require public school teachers to be licensed, have a
bachelor’s degree, and have completed an approved teacher
training program with a prescribed number of subject and education
credits, as well as supervised practice teaching. Teachers must also
continually update their skills, so they can instruct and use the latest
technology in the classroom.

Most states do not require licensure of teachers in private schools.
Licensing requirements for preschool teachers also vary by state.
Georgia Pre-K teachers must meet current credential requirements
outlined in Georgia's Pre-K Providers' Operating Guidelines and
attend annual Pre-K training. Requirements for public preschool
teachers are usually more stringent than those for private preschool
teachers. Most job openings will result from replacing the large
number of teachers expected to retire over the next several years.
Job prospects should be better in inner cities and rural areas than in
suburban districts.

Student Organization: Family, Career and Community Leaders of

America (FCCLA)

Programs of Study Developed in Partnership: the Georgia Department of Education, the Technical
College System of Georgia, and the University System of Georgia. #CTAEDelivers




